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Surry County, Virginia, Wille Book Ho. 1, 1792-1804, pages 250, 251 and 252. 
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BELL 
Family of Surry County, Virginia 


77 = Denjamin C- Bell = = Sas. pee or” Curvy Comty, Virguaa, Wills 3 
aie os (Surry County, Virginia, Wills Book 


X page 250). 
(Mote by Hugh 8. Watson, jr., of Newport News, Virginia - If Benjamin C. Bell we 
of Thomas Gwaltney, then the mother of Benjemin ¢. Bell was Miss 
Bell, srs, was the father of G. Bell and the latter was 


Bonjemin Bell married Martha Warren on October 15, 1796. 

( County, 7 

Gea Sha'tar ee em ee wee) 
will: = son Micajah; son Benjamin (not of age); son John; 


» Mertha and Anne 
Wife, executrix 
Rated 


~ 





JAMES G.W.MACCLAMROCH 


ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
JEFFERSON STANDARD BUILDING 


GREENSBORO,N.C. 


24, August 1954 


Buy 


Mrs. L. L. Chapman 
Smithfield, Virginia 


Dear Mrs. Chapman: 


As you probably know, Captain John B. Boddie, 2318 Sunmor Avenue, 
Mountain View, California, author of "Seventeenth Century Isle of 
Wight County, Virginia", "Colonial Surry", and "Virginia Historical 
Genealogies"*, is working on his next book on the families of Surry 
County, Virginia, and, as with the last two of the three volumes 
mentioned, I am helping all I can with the forthcoming volume. 


At this time he is interested in additional information on the Bell 
family and has asked me to get him abstracts of all Bell and Warren 
deeds and wills in Surry County, Virginia, from 1750 to 1825 and he 
mentions specifically the following which he would like to have: 


Bell wills Warren wills 
Richard Bell 1734 we Robert Warren 1754 
Anne Bell 1777 ~~ Thomas Warren 1759 
Micajah Bell 1779 ~~. Samual. Warren 1763 
Stephen Bell 1789 — John Darden Warren 1798 
Robert Bell 1796 l~ Samuel Warren 1798 


Captain Boddie says that John Bell and wife Anne Bennett Bell are 
the ancestors of all of these Bells. 


I shall appreciate your letting me hear from you as soon as possible. 
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Captain John B. Boddie | 
2318 Sunmor Avenue 
Mountain View, California 
31 August 1954 
James MacClamroch, Esq. 
Box 1588 
Greensboro, North Carolina 
Dear Jim: 


ar; 
I am glad to see you/ starting on your Bell family and hope Mrs. Chapman 
has a car of her own that she can drive to Surry and that she undertakes the job. 


One difficulty I have had is that John Bell who married Anne Bennett died 
intestate in Surry in 1713. His children haventt been determined. It is very 
possible that guardians? accounts or order books of Surry will show some of them. 
Charles Binns was appointed guardian for a Benjamin Bennett in 1713 (no reference 
given). William Bennett died intestate in Surry in 1725. I hope Mrs. Chapman 
can find out from order books and deeds. 


Richard Bell, of Lawnets Creek Parish, will 1734, had a son Joseph. A 
Joseph Bell of the same parish whose will was probated 1733 left his lands to 
his nephew Burwell Bell. 


Was this Joseph the son of Richard whose will was probated 1734 but whose 
will may have been dated before 1733, or were Joseph and Richard brothers and the 
sons of John and Anne Bennett of Lawnets Greek Parish? You might pass this along 
to Mrs. Chapman. Hope it doesn't give you a headache. No one has figured this 
out yet. 


T have found another abstract that is very old. It says that Joseph of 
the wil Pf1733 left property to nephews Burwell and John and to his brother John. 
The note says that the "land above willed had previously been sold by James Bell, 
son of John, to John and Mary Fort". However, the "previously" does not appear 
to be right. Another abstract says "John and Mary Fort of Southampton and James 
Bell of Sussex in 1769 sold 789 acres on the north side of Swift Swamp, part of 
the tract granted Joseph Bell in 1731 - apparently just before his death - maybe 
Mary Fort was a daughter. Tt is the later deeds conveying property that often 
show pedigrees in the derivation of the land, as you know. 


I used Joseph Bell's will, 1733, and John Bell's, 1746, in my “Isle of 
Wight" book, page 302, but didn't delve into these other notes then. 


With best wishes 
Sincerely 
John 
Hope this doesn't give you too much trouble, but the Bells seem to be 


in a maze until we get more records. Silvanus Bell whose name is derived from 
"Silvanus Bishop" witnessed the above deed of 1769. 


Ka 


(Letter written by Captain John B. Boddie) X 
. 2318 Sunmor Avenue 

Mountain View, California 

| adie 10 duly 1954 


James MacClamroch, Esq. 


Dear Jim: 
I am just recently back from a vacation in Honolulu and am beginning our next books. 


I am starting on the Bell family and note that about as far back as you have sent me on 
your Bell line is to your great3grandfather, Benjamin Bell, veteran of the War of 1812. His 
second marriage was to Martha Warren, widow of Jesse Warren, also your great3grandfather, 
which muchly mixed up the Warrens and Bells. 


You have been missing something in not going back » for these Bells descend from 
the Stokes family of Governor Montford Stokes of North » and the first Stokes married 
a daughter of Colonel John Bishop, Burgess from Charles City County, Virginia, 1644. The 
Bells, nearly all of the Surry ones, descend from Thomas Bennett, Burgess 1632. 


| The Bishops, Stokeses, all the N. C. and S. C. ones, and some new data on the Bennetts 
will be in the next book. 


There is no trouble in connecting the Carolina Bells as they left Surry in the 1730/40's, 
but on the one living later in Surry, about Revolutionary times, I have very little data. 
The Surry County, V: » court records were not filmed (and microfilm copies filed in 
Richmond in the V State library and in SAlt Iake City) at the time the Mormons several 
years ago, made microfilm copies of the records of the other older Virginia counties, because j 
the clerk of Surry refused to allow the filming, so I am told. Hence it is not possible for 
me to find them in the Virginia State Library or in Salt lake City. 


Could you have Mrs. Davis or Mrs. Chapman or some younger person make abstracts of ali 
Bell and Warren deeds and wills in Surry, 1750-1825? 


I don't have copies or abstracts of the following wills in Surry: 





Bell willis Warren wills 
Richard Bell 1734 Rebert Warren 1754 
Anne Bell 1777 Thomas Warren 1759 

_ Micajah Bell 1779 Samuel Warren 1763 
Stephen Bell 1789 John Darden Warren 1798 
Robert Bell 1796 Samuel Warren 1798 


John and Anne (Bennett) Bell are the ancestors of all these Sells. John died intestate 
in 1713. All of his children have not been determined. (See "Seventheenth Century Isle of 
Wight County, Virginia”, page 302). Someone sent in a record of a Benjamin Bell who made 
choice of a guardian in 1715. (No citation). I think he was the one whose will you sent me 
previously (died 1751). Another son mst have bean Richard who made his will in 1734 (above). 
Please have someone look in the Court Order Books after 1713 for John Bell’s children. 


Hope this is not a bother to you. There are so many limes nere that I think Stokes and 
Bishop may lead back to England and maybe you would like to get interested in another search. 


With very best wishes to you and your wife we Seer 
ohn 


As you know, when different family lines have children of the same name, like Jesse, Allen, etc., 
deeds the best way to trace out the lands mentioned in wills. They are also very valuable 
\ becansll tiny show where people went to - or are residing outside of the county. - 
A a 


a 2318 Sun Mor Avenue 
Mountain View, California 
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Items of probable interest. 





Whereas Ann now the wife of dohn Bell, lately Ann Bennett, daughter 
of Richard Bennett dr, of the Upper “arish of isle of Wight County --- 
with the consent of Aicherd Sennett the grend-father of sd. Ann ----'I 
the said Xicharad Sennett for leve end affection I hear to said - 
dau, 45 A. on Poeatink Swamp pert of 650 4, granted said Bennett in 
Lower Parish of Surry, bounds on the lend now in the possession of my 
son Jemes Bennett. duge 59, 1694. 

Wits John Bell, Ja@ies bennett, Joseph Ford. 
Surry Bke 1694-1709, pege 17. 


Appraisal estate of John Bell, June 2, 1713. Ann Bell Admtx, Appr. 
Hart and James Bruton. dune 17, 171%. F 
Surry Bk. # 5, page 150. 


Whereas James dordan late of this County deci------- whereof Hiver 
Jordan, Richard ashington and Llizabeth his wife made suit for Adm, 
1697. Surry Bke 1694-1709, pege 149. 


John Mason a witness with Robert Bolling and John Tally on = deed 
from Henry and Mery Tally to Christopher Hinton. 1716. 
Prince George W111 and deed Bk.e, page 142, 


John Herymen and wife Henriette Maria, Francis Hardyman and wife 
Serah, Elizabeth Yuke, ond Freneis Greenhill to John “Mason for 5 shil. 


223 A. on the east side of Pigeon Swanp---- Cattail Branch, to the Lins 
of Richard Bland decd. to the Underground Branch. Dec. 17, 1723. 
Wit: Nich Partridge, John Freemen Jr, Wm, Rayne, Released for 
consideration expressed, Surry Bke 1715-30, pege 491. 
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